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SG elections approach
Presidential and vice presidential candidates share their platforms in virtual debate
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu
The two presidential and
vice presidential Student
Government tickets debated
their outlook for the future
of USF in their first and only
debate on Feb. 25, ahead of
the March 8-11 SG elections.
The debate, moderated
by The Crow’s Nest and The
Oracle, was divided into
five topics: advocacy, health
and wellness, consolidation,
finances and student success.
Afterword, students were able
to participate in a live Q&A.
Before the debate began,
each ticket was given an
opportunity to briefly explain
their platform.

First up were Julia
Cunningham and Jillian
Wilson. The two highlighed
their initiatives to promote
diversity, address all forms
of sexual assault on campus,
improve mental health
resources, empower the
student body and continue
to move toward 100 percent
green energy on campus.
Next, Jaida Abbas and
Jennifer Kelly explained
the key points behind their
RISE platform: responding to
disparities of the pandemic,
integrating new resources,
strengthening the student
body and empowering
students to rebuild.

Advocacy

The advocacy topic
focused on each ticket’s plan
to advocate for marginalized
groups at the Tampa, St.
Petersburg and SarasotaManatee campuses.
Both tickets expressed
concern over low enrollment
numbers of diverse groups
across all three campuses.
“We are going to do this
by promoting scholarships
on different campuses,”
Cunningham said. “We
understand that black student
enrollment is down by 13
percent and we feel that is
an issue that needs to be
addressed.”
To that point, Abbas

emphasized the need to
“work to unravel the cyclical
patterns that prevent certain
groups from enrolling in the
university.”
Abbas also stressed the
importance of inclusive
language.
“This means language that
doesn’t alienate anyone of a
certain identity or a certain
background and language
that is conscious of all lived
experiences of students
at USF so they can feel
empowered and encouraged
to speak up…”
Both tickets have platforms
on advocacy for victims of
sexual assault.
Cunningham and Wilson
expressed advocacy and

treatment for all forms
of sexual assault under
their multi-level initiative:
“Awareness to Action.” Under
this initiative, educating
students on handling sexual
assault on campus will be
emphasized.
Abbas and Kelly plan to
connect with crisis centers
across the three campuses
in order to make services
for students more accessible
and provide free rape kits for
survivors of rape.
Both tickets plan to
advocate for the concerns of
international students who
have been unable to return to
campus directly.
>> SEE DEBATE on P5

SG President and VP candidates ‘RISE’ with SG presidential and vice presidential
Julia Cunningham and Jillian
candidates Jaida Abbas and Jennifer Kelly
as Tampa’s deputy public
empower students to
Wilson focus on student support By Trevor Martindale
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

J

ulia Cunningham
and Jillian Wilson
were inspired to run
for the two highest offices
in Student Government
on the belief that USF
has “legitimate issues”
and needs “remarkable
change.”
Cunningham, a
junior double majoring
in political science and
psychology, serves as a
senator on the system-wide
Senate, where she is the
vice chair of the Ethics
Committee. She also
works as a lifeguard and as
a congressional intern for
U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor,
D-Tampa.
Cunningham said
her leadership and SG
experience provide her
with the skills necessary to
be president.
“As a senator and
vice chair (of the Ethics
Committee), I have
been given a unique
perspective into the issues
facing our student body,”
Cunningham said. “I have
taken this perspective
and applied it to my
campaign. I listen to the
needs of my constituents

and am dedicated to doing
everything in my power to
help.”
Wilson, a junior
biomedical science major
with a minor in English,
is also a senator in the
system-wide Senate.
Her other involvement
includes working as a
student organizations
project assistant for the
Center for Leadership and
Civic Engagement, and
volunteering at the Moffitt
Cancer Center.
>> SEE SUPPORT on P8

J

tjm4@usf.edu

aida Abbas
and Jennifer
Kelly decided
to run for Student
Government president
and vice president out
of a “commitment to
the student body” that
developed from their
previous SG experience.
Abbas, a third-year
political science major
with a minor in public
service and leadership,
served last year as the
assistant director of
government affairs at USF
Tampa’s SG executive
branch. She now serves

COURTESY OF JAIDA ABBAS
COURTESY OF JILLIAN WILSON

Cunningham and
Wilson pose at the USF
St. Petersburg campus
fountain.

Abbas and Kelly
have a campaign
staff composed
of students from
every USF campus.

defender.
“I feel a strong sense
of commitment to the
USF student body, and I
feel confident that I can
empower those around
me to help me make USF
a better place to be a
student,” Abbas said in an
email to The Crow’s Nest.
Kelly, a thirdyear political science
major with a minor in
international relations,
serves as SG’s systemwide solicitor general.
“I am running for vice
presidency to implement
true change that the
students specifically ask
for and contribute to
making,” Kelly said in an
email to The Crow’s Nest.
“The students deserve
leaders who will make
an active, responsive
effort to gauge what the
university needs to ensure
every member of the
student body may live
out (a) fulfilled college
experience”
Abbas and Kelly are
running on the campaign
slogan “RISE with J and
J.”
RISE stands for
“respond to disparities of
the pandemic, integrate
new resources, strengthen
the student body and

rebuild.”
Abbas and Kelly are
focusing their attention
on obstacles presented
by consolidation and the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“We are running on a
platform that is geared
toward responding to the
new challenges the student
body has faced from
both consolidation and
COVID-19,” Abbas said.
“We understand it has been
a tough year in so many
ways for students and our
organization’s purpose
is to support those very
students.”
The platform includes
addressing sexual assault
on campus.
“I don’t want incoming
freshmen to be on hyper
alert awareness every
time they go out with
their roommates to have
fun,” Kelly said. “I know
that Jaida and I are only
two people, and we are
not going to eliminate the
institutional sexism and
gender violence that has
been ingrained into this
world for centuries before
us.

>> SEE RISE on P7
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St. Pete Conference on World Affairs highlights
COVID-19, social movements and foreign policy

T

he annual St.
Petersburg
Conference on
World Affairs is a four
day event that brings
together diplomats,
military, media and
academic experts to
discuss current social,

political and economic
issues.
The conference, which
attracted thousands of
people in past years,
returned virtually for
its ninth year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
This year’s conference

addressed topics
such as the handling
of the pandemic,
authoritarianism, foreign
policy and systemic
racism.
Here are some of the
notable panels that were
held throughout the week:

COURTESY OF ST. PETERSBURG
CONFERENCE ON WORLD AFFAIRS

The St. Petersburg
Conference on World
affairs took place from
Feb. 23 to 26.

Panel discusses the framework, trends Pursuing activism through music
and threats of global leadership
By Alexendra Davis
the airways since then, with

By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

T

he “Global
Leadership: From
Mandela to Maduro”
panel discussed the various
leadership styles of world
leaders.
Author and journalist
Donald Morrison moderated
the panel, which was started
off by Adrian O’Connor, a
USF St. Petersburg history
professor. Marie-Roger Biloa,
an adviser on African affairs
with Africa International,
Amanda Makki, a former
Republican congressional
candidate, and Joseph
Wright, a political scientist at
Pennsylvania State University,
were also on the panel.
The panel’s discourse
ranged from the tenets of
leadership, to the threat posed
by certain leadership styles.
O’Connor presented
leadership through the lens
of Greek philosophers Plato
and Aristotle, who outlined
forms of government
through “corrupted” and
“uncorrupted” forms.
According to O’Connor,
there is a clear trend in the
deterioration of government.
“With each step of
degeneration from the
philosopher king monarch
down to the scoundruless
tyrant; at each stage the form
of government becomes more
and more self interested,”
O’Connor said. “More and
more directed towards the
power, the wealth and the
preservation of those, among
those in power – as opposed

to public service.”
Biloa explained the
relationship between
leaders and the strength of
government institutions.
“One thing we have
learned from the Trump era
in the United States, is that
strong institutions can be
subverted by a strong man,”
she said. “And that the strong
man can literally get away
with it, while a whole nation
is left soul searching, in
division, and scrambling for
identity.”
Makki centered her
speaking time around
promoting the memory of
Donald Trump’s presidency
and casting doubt on President
Biden’s leadership abilities.
Makki compared Trump’s
leadership style to that of
former President Lyndon B.
Johnson.
“Both (Lyndon B. Johnson)
and Trump most certainly
employed bullying tactics to
achieve their desired incomes
and they both ignited populist
passions in people,” Makki
said.
Wright, like Biloa,
discussed the threat posed by
“strong man” leaders.
“Throughout history, at
least in the 20th century,
strong men who have ruled
politics are the most likely to
initiate international conflicts;
they are the least likely to
cooperate in international
agreements; they are are
the most likely to invest in
nuclear weapons and they
are the most likely to lead to
political violence in their own
countries,” Wright said.

Civil Unrest in Tampa Bay
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu
Former Time Inc. editor Ann
Morrison spoke with Tampa
Bay Times reporter Kathryn
Varn about her experience
covering the Black Lives
Matter protests in Tampa and
St. Petersburg following the
death of George Floyd in May
2020.
As one of the main reporters
covering the protests, Varn was
on the ground documenting
and gaining insight on the
protests throughout all of
Tampa Bay.
“St. Pete and Tampa both

had distinct protest movements
but there was some overlap,”
Varn said.
As a breaking news
reporter, Varn attended
a vast variety of protests
throughout the summer and
was able to gain insight on how
communities all across the bay
found their voice through the
protests.
“St. Pete was very focused
on trying to have a number of
consecutive days of protest,
they were trying to go for a
long time and make a statement
with that longevity,” Varn said.
“Whereas in Tampa, it wasn’t
consecutive, but a lot of times

S

CONTRIBUTOR

onny Ochs, older
sister to late musician
Phil Ochs, sat
down with interviewer Ann
Morrison at the conference.
“[Activism in music is]
definitely not over… It’s sort
of under the radar,” Sonny
Ochs said in response to a
question posed by Morrison.
Phil Ochs was active in the
1960s and 70s and had many
songs released in response to
the Vietnam War and other
movements of the era.
Lyrics have been a source
for protest or political
activism in the United
States since the American
Revolution. During the
counterculture movement in
the 1960s, protest songs went
mainstream and many artists
sang in protest against various
decisions made by the U.S.
government.
Protest songs have been on

music groups like N.W.A. and
Rage Against the Machine
filling the airways during
the ‘80s and ‘90s. The Early
2000s had groups like Green
Day singing in response to
the media’s coverage of the
Iraq War. In more recent
years, songs like Childish
Gambino’s “This is America,”
have been released, criticizing
the country’s current state of
affairs.
Some of Phil Ochs most
notable songs are: “I Ain’t
Marching Anymore,” and
“Draft Dodger Rag.”
“I’ve got a dislocated disc
and a wracked up back, I’m
allergic to flowers and bugs
and when the bombshell hits,
I get epileptic fits,” is one
of the stanzas from “Draft
Dodger’s Rag.”
“It doesn’t matter if you’re
with or against the draft
dodgers,” Sonny Ochs said.
The song is about all the
ways men tried to evade the

Exploring a ‘clean energy future’
By Tara Zimmerman
CONTRIBUTOR

E

nvironmental
Activist Dagmar
Graczyk discussed
ways the world can be
working towards a clean
energy future throughout her
20-minute session, COVID
Impacts: Moving Towards a
Clean Energy Future.
Graczyk covered what
action needs to be taken to
get to net zero emissions,
that the energy system
being established needs
to be climate-flexible and
how that can be achieved,
low carbon technologies,
and the hope that there is
towards improving energy

the Tampa protests had more
people because they weren’t as
frequent.”
The directive from the
Times to its reporters was to
cover the protests like they
would any other story. That
meant going to the protests and
talking to people about why
they were there and what their
message was.
As a member of the media,
connecting with the community
was really important to Varn.
She felt that the best way for
her to report on the protests
was by talking to people about
why they were there and

consumption.
“An increasing number
of countries, for example,
including Japan, Korea,
the United Kingdom and
the European Union, have
recently made pledges to
reducing emissions to net zero
by 2050,” Graczyk said.
Despite COVID-19 being
a global focus, Graczyk said
many countries are taking
action to get to the forefront
of new environmental
initiatives like solar energy
and wind power.
Graczyk’s talk focused
on electricity and net zero
emissions -- meaning that
energy usage is balanced, so
the return to the environment
having them share their stories.
“It was really important
to be really clear about who
we were, why we were there
and what we were trying to
do,” Varn said. “We had to be
sensitive to the fact that, yes,
the protests are in a public
place and people are there out
in the open, but at the same
time this is a sensitive issue.”
Video also played a large
role in helping Varn understand
the context around the event
because it provided a basic
replay of the events that
is unaltered, unedited and
unbiased.

draft. “You can appreciate the
humor in the song.”
Using headlines from the
New York Times as titles
for many of his tracks, he
wrote hundreds of songs
and captured the nation’s
attention. He performed at
numerous civil rights rallies
and student-led events.
Ochs has continued her
brother’s legacy. Every year,
the Phil Ochs Award is given
to singer-songwriters whose
music and activism embody
the spirit and commitment of
Phil.
Morrison and Ochs also
talked about Tom PrasadaRao, who released a song
called “$20 Bill,” in response
to the killing of George Floyd
in May 2020.
“There is a cycle, but not a
pleasant one,” Morrison said.
“It shows we haven’t come
very far in the years since Phil
was actively protesting.”
“I hope it makes people
think that they can write a
song and get out there too,”
Ochs said.
balances the energy used.
Graczyk also explained the
idea of smart grid technology.
Smart grid and smart
home technology allows for
digitalized energy, which
allows consumers to produce
their own power through
environmentally friendly
means. The smart grid allows
consumers the ability to also
filter their produced power
back out into the smart grid
for other energy consumption.
Graczyk said that while
clean energy relies on
industry, people will also have
to work for it.
“As much as politics,
industry and research can
do to bring us to the clean
energy future, we, the people,
also have to do our share,”
Graczyk said.
After a long summer of
covering protests, Varn wrote
an article outlining all the
changes that occurred as a
result of the Black Lives
Matter protests.
However, she felt her
personal impact was minimal.
“I think our coverage made
a difference in the sense that
it informed people about what
was going on and gave a wider
voice to people involved in
the protests, but it wasn’t
our journalism that made a
difference as much as the
protestors themselves,” Varn
said.
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Pro sports adapt to the pandemic
By Candice Lovelace
CONTRIBUTOR

B

estselling author
and sports journalist
Peter Golenbock
interviewed Rays President
Brian Auld and Lightning
forward Alex Killorn
virtually at the St. Petersburg
Conference on World Affairs
on Friday.
The Tampa Bay Rays and
the Tampa Bay Lightning
have had to adapt to new
procedures after the pandemic
dramatically changed
everything in 2020.
Even with new procedures
in place, both teams went
on to win big, with the Rays
winning the American League
pennant and the Lightning
bringing home the Stanley
Cup.
Almost one month after the
Rays started spring training,
the World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a
pandemic. The next day,
spring training was canceled,
according to the Auld.
No one knew what the
future held, or if they would
play the 2020 baseball season.
During this time, Auld
said “communication was
incredibly important,” as there
were tons of uncertainty up
until games started.
“All of the players were
sent home and reminded that
“whatever you do influences

everyone else,” Auld said.
The team spoke with the
league and doctors daily,
while the training staff
developed a health plan.
“The trainers had expert
advice every step of the way,”
Auld said.
When the MLB gave the
go-ahead for the shortened
2020 season on July 6, new
protocols were put in place
to keep the players and staff
safe.
No fans were allowed to
attend games and all teams
were to play their games in
empty stadiums.
“After the first couple of
games we were used to it,”
Auld said.
Even with no fans allowed
at the games and being away
from their families, the Rays
still found a way to make it to
the World Series, winning the
American League pennant.
Auld credited this to the
resilience of the coaches, staff
and players, “Playing as a
team we can knock anybody
off.”
Unlike the Rays, the
Lightning were nearing the
end of its 2019-2020 season
when it was put on hold.
When the league decided
to resume play, the players
had to vote on whether or not
they wanted to go back and
play in the playoffs, according
to Killorn.
The team ultimately

NYU professor discusses the dynamic
of ‘strong man leaders’ and tyranny
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

A

uthor, historian
and New York
University
professor Ruth Ben-Ghiat
decided to investigate
the trends and patterns
of authoritarianism after
specializing in Italian fascism
for her undergraduate
research.
“Mussolini was a pioneer
of propaganda,” Ben-Ghiat
said. “And Hitler really
watched him and learned
from him, so I thought there
was something that could
be said that hadn’t been said
before.”
USF St. Petersburg
political science professor
and associate dean of the
Judy Genshaft Honors
College, Dr. Thomas Smith,
interviewed Ben-Ghiat about
“A Century of Tyranny” and
Ben-Ghiat’s book Strongmen:
Mussolini to the Present.
Ben-Ghiat discussed the
formula of a “strong man
authoritarian,” comparing
the rhetorical strategies of
leaders such as Adolf Hitler,
Benito Mussolini, Narendra
Modi, Jair Balsonaro and
Donald Trump.
Smith first asked BenGhiat about the modernity
of “authoritarian impulses,”
pointing out that Italian
fascists used cinematography

and graphic design as
mediums for propaganda.
Ben-Ghiat agreed that
authoritarian tendencies have
sprouted from many modern
social and political dynamics.
“(Hitler and Mussolini)
were playing on anxieties that
modernity elicited in people,”
Ben-Ghiat said. “Anxieties
about being dehumanized
by mass production, or
secularization, or the
emancipation of women after
World War I, or changes in
racial hierarchies.”
Ben-Ghiat noted that the
world saw significant change
in the 20th century, and that
change often opens the door
for “authoritarian figures.”
Later in the interview,
Ben-Ghiat explained that the
United States saw “a little
taste of” authoritarianism
with the Trump
administration.
She pointed to Trump’s
“hiring and firing and
surrounding himself with
sycophants rather than
experts,” as well as his
rhetoric.
Ben-Ghiat said a common
trend she saw among
authoritarian figures was their
charisma and expertise in
mass communications.
“Many of them who had
success, when they started
running for office or they
came to politics – they
had a background in mass

decided to play – and it
certainly paid off.
“We felt we owed it to the
fans,” Killorn said.
When the National Hockey
League season resumed,
the remainder of the regular
season was canceled. Instead,
the Stanley Cup playoffs
started in August.
Like the Rays, the playoffs
were held in a bubble and no
fans were present.
According to Killorn it was
“very weird” to play in empty
arenas, but they eventually got
used to it.
“A lot of times the players
became the fans,” Killorn
said. “When you were
screaming on the bench, it’s
all you could hear.”
The players weren’t
allowed to see friends and
family. At one point, the team
tried to bring in the families,
but due to restrictions at
the Canadian border they
ultimately couldn’t make it
work.
Being away from friends
and family for several weeks
was mentally challenging for
members of the team.
“The longer the process
went on the more important
winning became, because you
had already dedicated, given
up a month of your life to this
bubble,” Killorn said. “Why
not go win the entire thing?”
And “win the entire thing”
is exactly what they did.

communications,” BenGhiat said. “Mussolini was
a journalist, Mobutu in the
Congo was a journalist…
Trump was in reality TV.”
Ben-Ghiat explained
that developing loyalty
and a “leader-follower
relationship” is integral to the
“strong man” authoritarian
formula.
“Having an unmediated,
direct connection to their
people, which they do
through the start through
rallies and speeches – and
again because they know
how to entrance the crowd,”
Ben-Ghiat said. “They are
superb actors in a way. They
will be whatever people need
them to be. But having this
direct connection is really
important with forming the
bonds of loyalty.”
Ben-Ghiat acknowledged
that the relationship between
the use of media and the
“strong man” leader has
changed, but that the overall
formula has not.
“The media has changed,”
she said. “Hitler used
the radio because he had
a very emotional voice.
And (Narendra) Modi
uses Instagram. But the
mechanisms of bonding and
selling yourself as a leader
and telling your story have
not changed and that is very
interesting.”
On the whole, Ben-Ghiat
stressed that the “strong
man” authoritarian formula
is common, widespread and
alive and well.
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COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG

USF St. Petersburg
history professor
Adrian O’Connor
participated in the
“Global Leadership
Styles: Mandela to
Maduro” panel.

COURTESY OF RUTH BEN-GHIAT ON TWITTER

New York University
Ruth Ben-Ghiat
participated in a talk
on authoritarianism.

COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG
COURTESY OF ALEX KILLORN

Lightning forward Alex
Killorn participated
in a panel about how
COVID-19 has affected
sports.
Corrections:
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
is urban affairs director
for the city of St.
Petersburg. A story on
Localtopia in the Feb. 22
edition misspelled her
last name and used an

USF St. Petersburg
political science
professor Thomas
Smith interviewed BenGhiat during her talk.
incorrect title for her.
A chart published Feb.
22 with a story about
campus expenditures
on online services had
several errors. Here is a
corrected version of the
chart:
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Spring numbers lag amid enrollment concerns
By Sophie Ojdanic and
Nancy McCann
sojdanic@usf.edu
nemccann@usf.edu

S

pring enrollment of
new students at the
St. Petersburg campus
hasn’t sprung, as some campus
leaders had once hoped.
Instead, enrollment of
first-time-in-college (FTIC)
freshmen and transfer students
starting in the spring semester
has dropped significantly since
2018.
The number of new
freshmen starting in the spring
went from 39 in 2018 to 20
this semester, and the transfer
student head count fell from
372 to 267 over the same time
period.
Enrollment in spring 2020
– which wouldn’t have been
affected by the pandemic –
was also down from recent
years.
The spring numbers
are a small piece of what
has become an alarming
enrollment trend in St.
Petersburg.
Since the campus began
rapidly raising its admission
standards in 2018 to align
with the Tampa campus in
preparation of consolidation,
the number of summer and
fall FTIC students in St.
Petersburg has plummeted. It
hit 386 in 2020 — down from
647 in 2016.
Alarmed, two powerful
legislators put pressure on
USF’s leadership in October
to agree to “a strong goal of
650 (FTIC) students” in St.
Petersburg for the combined
summer and fall semesters.
University administrators
now say they are “cautiously
optimistic” that St. Petersburg
will reach that goal.
One is Laura Zuppo, St.
Petersburg’s interim assistant
vice chancellor of enrollment,
planning and management.
“Given the fact that we’re
in a COVID environment,
given the economic
uncertainties . . . if we can hit
the 650 or even 600, I think
that would be outstanding,”
Zuppo told The Crow’s Nest
last month. “We were really
given a challenging goal to
reach.”
USF’s dean of admissions,
Glen Besterfield, said he is

also “cautiously optimistic”
about reaching the goal of 650
FTIC students in the combined
summer and fall semesters.
He told a Board of Trustees
committee last week that he
needs a little more time – even
though the number of students
admitted so far at the three
campuses is already up from
last year’s total.
“For St. Pete, we are up 82
percent in admits. For black
admits to St. Pete we’re up
117 percent,” Besterfield said.
“Right now, if I shut down
admissions today, based upon
past yield, we would yield 490
students to St. Pete enrolled.”
The term “yield” means
the percentage of students
who enroll after being offered
admission to a university.
“Give me another three
weeks – we’re still enrolling
admissions – I should be able
to target 650 enrolled students,
assuming that yield remains
consistent,” Besterfield said.
In an interview with The
Crow’s Nest, Besterfield
described how the admissions
staff is driving up the
numbers.
He said he has “flexed”
admissions requirements
because of the pandemic.
“I was able to admit
students this year that I
normally would not admit,”
Besterfield said. “But I think
we’re doing the right thing
for the future — putting more
emphasis on GPA.”
He said he is also admitting
students with lower test
scores this year but declined
to disclose those numbers for
publication.
Additionally, Besterfield
said the university typically
stops admitting in March for
the summer and fall semesters,
but “I think I’ll be rolling
through April here.”
“I’m really kind of shooting
for the moon and making sure
I over-admit instead of underadmit because I really have no
idea how this class is going to
yield,” he said.
Some students who applied
after the priority deadline
(Jan. 6), he said, are being
redirected to St. Petersburg
regardless of campus
preferences to help reach the
650 FTIC target.
The students can change
home campuses after the
first semester.

Besterfield said there have
been several complaints about
redirecting students to St.
Petersburg, but “only one has
made it to me.”
He said he believes by
communicating with that
student, an understanding had
been reached.
After explaining to the
student that she can still be
in the Judy Genshaft Honors
College, sending a link to the
St. Petersburg virtual tour, and
mentioning some highlights of
the campus, Besterfield said,
she seemed “OK” with starting
at the smaller campus.
“I put in my email that
St. Pete is a bayfront campus
(with) potentially smaller
class sizes and a more intimate
environment,” Besterfield said.
He said he mentioned the
Mahaffey Theatre, the Dali
Museum and the downtown
arts district.
“At the end of the day,
people are just reasonable
when you talk to them,” he
said. “Potentially are some
students not going to enroll?
Yes, I understand that. That’s
their conscious decision.”
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock said that students
redirected to the St. Petersburg
campus for their first semester
at USF might find it to be a
better fit for their learning
style, and a “much more ideal
location for them than they
ever knew.”
In his latest weekly update
to faculty and staff, Tadlock
is also optimistic about
enrollment for summer and
fall.
Although the total number
of transfer students entering
St. Petersburg has dropped
significantly after remaining
largely unchanged for years,
Besterfield predicted those
numbers will soon tick up.
The number of students
transferring to the St.
Petersburg campus in the
summer semester fell from
186 in 2019 to 95 in 2020; in
the fall semester, from 594 to
415 for the same years; and in
the spring semester, from 387
in 2019 to 267 in 2021.
Besterfield said he
implemented new “robust”
transfer requirements in
selected majors, effective
in fall 2019 for the Tampa
campus and fall 2020 for the
St. Petersburg campus.

This left some students
with additional classes to take
before they can transfer to
USF.
“If a (transfer) student
wanted to major in finance in
St. Pete, up until fall ’20 all
they had to have . . . was a 2.5
(GPA), I think it was,” he said.
“Now, the students have to
complete prerequisites.
“So, yeah, it hurts, but
what will happen – and we’ve
already seen it in Tampa – the
students are coming back.
They’re just delaying entry for
a semester or two until they
get their prerequisites.”
The spring gateway
Three years ago, when
plans for consolidating the
three USF campuses surfaced,
one of the first fears in the St.
Petersburg community was
that enrollment numbers at its
campus would suffer.
The concern was that
higher admissions standards
would shut out some of the
students who had thrived at
USF St. Petersburg despite
having lower high school
GPAs.
As enrollment of new
freshmen in St. Petersburg
plummeted, as feared, some
administrators thought
students should focus on
other entry points to USF St.
Petersburg.
One of those gateways,
they said, would be starting
college in the spring semester,
when it has traditionally been
easier to gain admittance with
lower high school GPAs and
achievement test scores.
In 2018, Serge Desir, thendirector of St. Petersburg’s
undergraduate admissions,
said the reason for having a
lower student profile in the
spring semester was to make
the campus accessible to some
good students who do not meet
the higher fall requirements.
The student profile each
semester is the average high
school GPA and average test
score of all new freshmen
admitted – one of the first
things students applying to
college want to know.
Desir had said the spring
2019 St. Petersburg student
profile was targeted for “an
average GPA from 3.3 to 3.5
and 1100 to 1150 for the SAT,”
while the Tampa Bay Times
reported that Tampa’s student
profile for the 2018 fall

COURTESY OF MATT MCCANN

semester was a GPA above 4.0
and 1300 for the SAT score.
Tadlock would also cite
admittance in the spring as one
of the alternative pathways
to USF St. Petersburg as it
became harder to get accepted
for the summer and fall
semesters.
He is no longer stressing
this option, telling The Crow’s
Nest that low spring numbers
are partly due to “the archaic
culture” of thinking a student
must immediately start college
in the fall after graduating
from high school.
Until that traditional belief
changes, Tadlock said, there
won’t be a big increase in the
number of students applying
for entry in the spring
semester.
Jake Diaz, St. Petersburg’s
dean of students, agrees that
there is “a prevailing narrative
out there” for starting college
in the fall semester.
“I think there’s a strong
desire to feel connection.
And I think starting with a
larger group of peers (in the
fall). . . . fosters that sense of
community,” Diaz told The
Crow’s Nest.
Besterfield said he thinks
it’s “better for the student to
go one year to community
college . . . take the right
courses . . . and then come in
the fall semester with the next
incoming class.”
The way we were
Tadlock said “it’s
absolutely essential” that
the campus returns to “the
enrollment that we had prior
to consolidation as a starting
point to move forward, not as
an end goal.”
“This is a prime location
to expand,” he said. “And
getting back to where we were
is just the beginning.”
It was Sen. Jeff Brandes,
R- St. Petersburg, and Rep.
Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor
— the speaker of the Florida
House of Representatives
— who intervened to drive
enrollment back up to 650 new
freshmen in the summer and
fall.
Brandes, whose assertive
style has earned him the
nickname “Senator Disruptor,”
recently told The Crow’s Nest
he is leaving no room for
error.
“The 650 was a
commitment and we fully
expect the administration to
live up to this commitment,”
Brandes said.
And if that doesn’t happen?
“As with anybody
who doesn’t live up to a
commitment, you evaluate the
relationship,” he said.
On Feb. 16, Brandes filed
legislation that would establish
an admissions office at the St.
Petersburg campus “separate
from the University of South
Florida.”
If Brandes’ bill becomes
law, control of St. Petersburg’s
admission process that was
transferred to Tampa under
consolidation would be
returned to the campus.
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House speaker unveils legislation to address rising sea levels
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

T

he speaker of the
Florida House of
Representatives
unveiled legislation
Friday that would put the
USF College of Marine
Science at the forefront
of an ambitious plan to
address rising sea levels and
flooding in the state.
Using the campus’
scenic Bayboro Harbor
as a backdrop, Rep. Chris
Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor,
said bills that he and others
will champion when the
Legislature convenes
Tuesday will help ensure
that Florida “will become
the leader in America”
in “protecting us from
(flooding) and sea-level
rise.”
If enacted into law, the
proposals would mandate
creation of a state sealevel rise resilience plan,
commit $100 million a year
to address the issues, and
offer tax breaks to property
owners who voluntarily
elevate their buildings.
The College of Marine
Science on the St.
Petersburg campus would
become a hub for flood
research and innovation
under the legislation.
For years, politicians
in Florida’s Republicandominated state capital have
downplayed climate change
and its consequences as
a significant threat in the
state. So the bills touted by
Sprowls mark something of
a turnabout for Tallahassee.
Alec Bogdanoff, an

oceanographer, is the
Florida lead for the
American Flood Coalition,
an organization that works
with local governments and
private business to address
flooding issues.
He joined Sprowls at the
news conference to praise
the proposals, which he said
mark “a new era in Florida,
an era of action, innovation
and collaboration.”
“We have to stop the
existing flooding, and then
we need to make sure that
flooding does not continue
to worsen,” Bogdanoff said.
“This legislation focuses on
both.
“It really pulls together
the best research being done
by our universities and
research institutions across
the state and empowers
regional efforts with this
information to respond more
effectively to flooding and
sea-level rise.”
Bogdanoff also said the
legislation ensures equity.
“It acknowledges the
need for technical assistance
to respond to this issue from
our smaller communities,”
Bogdanoff said. “And it
is ensuring that they have
equitable access to these
state dollars. It’s smart, and
it’s systematic on both the
state and local level.”
Rep. Demi Busatta
Cabrera, R-Coral Gables,
will sponsor the bill that
calls for the state to create
a sea-level rise and flood
resilience plan.
Rep. Linda Chaney,
R-St. Pete Beach, and
Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St.
Petersburg, are sponsoring

DEBATE, continued from P1
Health and wellness

The series of health and
wellness questions examined
how the candidates plan
to bring a better sense of
wellbeing to both students and
staff.
Both tickets expressed
enthusiasm for responding
to mental health issues on
campus.
Abbas and Kelly’s
platform entails expanding
its legislative avenues into
providing the Counseling
Center with more funding
in order to better equip its
students for focusing on longterm goals.
The ticket also wants to
encompass a more inclusive
range of mental health issues
and make sure that not only
those struggling with more
common issues, like anxiety
and depression, are focused
on, but that all students can be
given proper attention.
Cunningham and Wilson
feel that advocating to hire a
more diverse body of mental
health professionals could
benefit those in need of
assistance.

They also want to move
toward creating a 24/7 mental
health service line for USF
students, as well as having
more specialized individuals
respond to mental health
issues as opposed to the USF
Police Department.
Both tickets want to take a
more sustainable approach to
campus life.
One way Abbas and
Kelly plan to combat waste
on campus is to station
compost bins around campus.
Cunningham and Wilson
want to make it a priority to
locally source food for the
dining halls as well as replace
fluorescent lights with energysaving bulbs.
Consolidation
On the topic of
consolidation, each ticket was
asked to express their plan on
creating unity across all three
campuses under OneUSF.
Cunningham expressed
that, “communication and
collaboration is the basis of
our relationship with student
representatives from all
campuses, so we have a plan

the bill that would give tax
breaks to property owners
who voluntarily raise their
houses.
USF President Steve
Currall, who also spoke at
the news conference, said
lawmakers “could not have
chosen a more appropriate
location to announce
legislation focused on
protecting our citizens from
flooding.”
“Our USF College of
Marine Science here at the
St. Petersburg campus is an
internationally recognized
hub of academic and
research excellence in
marine oceanographic and
environmental sciences,”
Currall said.
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Appearing on the St. Petersburg campus
waterfront, Rep. Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor,
said he is seeking $100 million a year to address
the flooding that increasingly threatens some
Florida communities.

SOPHIE OJDANIC | THE CROW’S NEST

(From left) USF President Steve Currall poses with Sprowls and Tom Frazer,
dean of the College of Marine Science, after Friday’s news conference.
to have an open-door policy –
we want both students and the
representatives to know that
they can come to us with any
issue or concern.
Similarly, Abbas stressed
the value in embracing the
differences across all three
campuses.
“One commonality I’ve
seen in consolidation in the
past year is that oftentimes
we focus so heavily on this
‘OneUSF’ mentality that we
avoid and push down the
differences between us,”
Abbas said. “But if we’re
going to be successful… we
are going to have to celebrate
the differences between our
three campuses and capitalize
off of them.”
Finances
In this segment, the
candidates discussed
allocating funds.
Both tickets stressed the
importance of communication
between students, staff and
various organizations.
Cunningham and
Wilson want to create more
transparency in the funding
process between student

organizations and student
government. They expressed
that their plan is to create a
task force that would increase
communications between the
two.
Abbas and Kelly
implored students to
voice their concerns on
allocations directly to student
government.
Student Success
In the final series of
questions, the candidates
discussed their plans to
promote student success
in and out of student
government.
Both tickets addressed the
lack of student government
engagement on the branch
campuses.
While Abbas and
Kelly ticket feel that a
“cohesiveness between
the local and federal
government” will help
engagement, the Cunningham
and Wilson ticket feel it
is the responsibility of the
consolidated SG to boost the
numbers of participants at
branch campuses.
Both tickets underlined

that if elected they would
make an effort to hold both
one another as well as the rest
of SG accountable for seeing
their platform promises to
fruition.
Q&A
In the question and
answer portion of the debate,
the candidates were read
questions posted in the chat
by moderators Leda Alvim
of The Oracle and Sophie
Ojdanic of The Crow’s Nest.
Many questions expanded
upon the topics already
discussed in the debate with
candidates elaborating on
their platforms.
The debate was concluded
on a brighter note, with both
tickets being asked to shed
light on the significance of
being an all-female election –
something rarely seen in SG.
“Both of our tickets, Abbas
and Kelly and Cunningham
and Wilson… we are all just
as qualified and capable of
doing the job as our male
counterparts as well as the
previous men who have run
for and held these positions,”
Wilson said.
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OPINION: Why an evening with
veteran writers changed my life
Poems (2018). For more
information, visit his
website: tylergillespie.
y greatest
com.
professional
Sherman is a freelance
desire is to
writer,
veteran food
become a successful
freelance writer – with an blogger, recipe developer
and an editor based
emphasis on successful.
in San Francisco. She
So, when the opportunity
has written for various
to join a virtual meeting
publications and online
with two thriving
freelance writers presented sites such as Architectural
Digest, Tasting Table
itself, I jumped to it.
and Food Network.
The time spent with
Currently, she is the editor
Amy Sherman and Tyler
Gillespie was loaded with of two popular websites,
cheeseprofessor.com
practical information for
“anyone,” whether you are and alcoholprofessor.
com, she also has her own
a published freelancer, or
blog, cookingwithamy.
a newbie just setting out
blogpost.com, and
on your journey.
website, amybsherman.
While Sherman dished
com.
information from both
The allure of becoming
sides of the writing desk,
a
freelance
writer comes
as both editor and writer,
with
many
questions.
And
Gillespie inserted helpful
having the opportunity
and comedic tips like,
to be a part of a virtual
“Don’t be a jerk.”
meeting with professionals
Sherman and
in the field you are
Gillespie were invited
interested in gives you an
to share their real-world
edge on learning some tips
experiences in a recent
and truths.
virtual session for Dr.
The climate of online
Janet Keeler’s Freelance
learning has seen an
Writing and Editing
increase of the professors
course – a new elective
at USF St. Petersburg
in the Journalism and
coordinating these virtual
Digital Communication
sessions and it’s of
department.
Gillespie is a professor tremendous benefit.
Both Sherman and
of rhetoric at the
Gillespie
stressed the
University of Mississippi
importance of freelance
and a graduate of the
writing being approached
digital journalism and
as a business. To do so
design master’s program
successfully, you need to
at USF St. Petersburg.
devise a plan.
He is an award-winning
Gillespie shared some
journalist published in
of
the
real-world pitfalls
the New Yorker, Rolling
he
had
made early on,
Stone, The Guardian, GQ,
such as, sending pitches to
VICE and Salon.
multiple publications, and
As both a “poet
getting accepted by both.
and humor writer,”
He eventually discovered
Gillespie’s published
that this puts the writer
books include the just
into an awkward position.
published The Thing
While, as a writer, it
about Florida: Exploring
is
flattering
to have two
a Misunderstood State
editors accept your work,
and Florida Man:
it may be one of the fastest
By Pamela Lynn
CONTRIBUTOR
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M

ways to sabotage your
reputation and ruin your
career.
He shared the way to
avoid that mistake is to
add: “If I do not hear from
you within the next three
days, I will consider this
a pass,” and pitch to other
publications.
Open and honest
communication is
imperative. As is being
honest with yourself as a
researcher and writer.
I think that both
Sherman and Gillespie
made the point, that a
writer needs to know what
they are capable of doing.
Sherman added, “Don’t
discount yourself just
because you don’t know
about a subject.” She said
she often writes about
topics that interest her.
The topic of money
is always on the table
when writers discuss
freelancing. Both Sherman
and Gillespie agreed,
“Don’t work for free.”
However, Gillespie did
insert a caveat by saying,
“If you are going to take
a writing gig for free,
make certain you own the
content.”
I found both writers’
information about how
to target publications
informative. I think this
was one of the things I
found to be most helpful
with regards to drafting
pitches. So in an effort to
get published, one must:
** Dissect the content
** Discern the type of
writers they publish
** What are the
submission guidelines?
** Determine the best
section to target
** Craft a pitch specific
to that publication
** Tell the publication
why you are the writer for
them
That all sounds so

simple, right?
While it may not be
simple at times, it does
make things clearer in my
approach to pitching my
stories and ideas.
Early in the meeting,
the discussion emphasized
the importance of making
connections, building
a network and finding
like-minded writers and
associations.
Sherman shared that
a connection can get
your story shared with a
publication. Someone you
know may know someone
who is looking for the type
of writer you are, or the
type of writing you do.
Gillespie shared that
often a writer is, “isolated
and alone in their head.”
That sentence resonated
with me. As Gillespie
stated, “Build a network,
find your tribe.” For
me, that was my biggest
takeaway.
So, I am off to find my
people.
Pamela Lynn is a recent
graduate of the mass
communications program
in USF St. Petersburg’s
Journalism and Digital
Communication
department and is
studying for a master’s
degree in digital
journalism and design.
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Pamela Lynn is a
graduate student
of journalism and
digital design.
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New trustee named vice chair of Board of Trustees
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

W

ill Weatherford,
one of the
newest members
of the USF Board of
Trustees, was elected vice
chair in a meeting on Feb.
23.
Weatherford, a former
speaker of the Florida House
of Representatives, was
appointed to the board in
late January by Gov. Ron
DeSantis.
The vice chair serves a
two-year term along with the
chair, and acts in the absence
or disability of the chairman.
Trustee Mike Griffin
nominated Weatherford.
“Will Weatherford brings
a depth of experience in
real readiness to our board,”
Griffin said.

Weatherford now runs
Weatherford Capital, a
private investment firm he
co-founded in 2015.
Griffin praised
Weatherford for his work in
the state House.
“Will was a champion
there,” Griffin said.
“(He) fought against very
draconian cuts upwards of 60
percent to (the university’s)
budget.”
Weatherford helped
champion the downtown
USF Health Morsani
College of Medicine and
Heart Institute and helped
secure initial funding for
the 13-story building.
Weatherford received the
President’s Fellow Medallion
from then-USF President
Judy Genshaft in 2019.
Chairman Jordan
Zimmerman said the trustees

RISE, continued from P1
“But what I do know
is Jaida and I are going to
work with all the power we
have as your next president
and vice president to
significantly diminish
the problem on our three
campuses at least.”
According to the ticket’s
website, Abbas and Kelly
are looking to create a
partnership with crisis
centers near the respective
campuses.
The ticket also hopes to
implement a “registration
revamp,” which would
entail providing students
with opportunities for
better class registration
times. They also are

looking to expand plantbased options at all dining
hall locations.
Kelly emphasized that
the ticket created the
platform through listening
to students.
“We have spent
countless hours digging
deep into what exactly
the students want, not just
what we think they want,”
Kelly said. “We utilized
opinions and suggestions
from a plethora of students
to truly gauge what our
platform should consist of.
Our platform was created
by the student body, for the
student body.”
According to Abbas,

were “honored” to be
working with Weatherford.
“You’re always fair,
equitable, you operate with
the highest integrity, and it
will be an honor to serve
with you,” Zimmerman said.
Weatherford, who was
in his first board meeting
as a trustee, said he was
honored and “thrilled” to be
nominated.
“I don’t think there’s a
more exciting place to be
on any university campus
than the University of South
Florida,” Weatherford said.
“... I won’t take (the vice
chair position) lightly. I
know there’s a lot of work to
do. I’m excited to work with
the president and with all of
you to continue to move the
university forward ... and I’m
grateful for the faith and the
trust that you put in me.”

Will Weatherford was named to the board in
late January.

the search for student
concerns entailed looking
at class social media
pages, reading complaints,
evaluating SG survey
responses and hiring
non-SG students from all
three campuses to their
campaign staff.
When it comes to St.
Petersburg and SarasotaManatee, Abbas said
communication with
local leaders will be
instrumental.
I think the key to fully
representing all three
campuses next year, as a
student belonging only
to one, is to make sure
the governors are being
intently listened to,”

Abbas said. “They are
theoretically the most fully
equipped to communicate
the needs of their campus
and as they are direct
representation, they should
be the guiding force to
how federal leadership
serves those students.
“My administration will
be built on the notion that
as federal leadership we
will be adopting the needs
of all three campuses
and finding intersections
between them rather than
communicating goals
downward.”
You can find Abbas
and Kelly’s campaign
on Instagram
@risewithjandj.
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W h at to do t his we e k : Mar c h 1 -7
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu
MONDAY
There are no
mistakes, only happy
accidents. Compass
will host a Bob Ross
Painting Party through
Friday. Students can
follow a Bob Ross
painting video tutorial
hosted by a Compass
member to de-stress
and have fun. The
asynchronous event will
be accessible through
a link on the Compass
Instagram page
@compassusfsp.
TUESDAY
Make your celebrity

chef dreams a reality
with USF SarasotaManatee’s An
Evening with Antoni
Porowski at 7 p.m.
The Queer Eye star
will demonstrate how
to cook pan-seared
maple dijon salmon
and garlicky broccoli
rabe. Students can cook
along and participate
in a Q&A session with
Porowski. Register for
the virtual event on
Bullsync.
WEDNESDAY
Lay out a blanket,
grab a drink and settle
in for a cult-classic with

Movies in the Beer
Garden at Green Bench
Brewing. Watch The
Princess Bride, free of
charge, at 7 p.m. Guests
are encouraged to bring
their own snacks.
THURSDAY
Enjoy live local
music in the great
outdoors at Curtis
Hixon Waterfront Park
during Rock the Park
Tampa. Guests should
bring their own chairs
and will be placed
in reserved “pods”
to maintain social
distance, which are first
come, first served. The

free event begins at 7
p.m.
FRIDAY
Explore the
community and support
local artists during
Gulfport’s First Friday
Art Walk. Artists’
booths will be set up
in downtown Gulfport
from 5 to 9 p.m. The
event is free and will
enforce COVID-19
safety protocols.
SATURDAY
Find your zen
outdoors with Get Fit
St. Pete’s Yoga in the

Park. The free, hourlong event begins at 9
a.m. at Crescent Lake
Park. Guests must bring
their own mats and
other yoga gear.
SUNDAY
Pack a lunch and
enjoy the pleasures of
a simpler time during
Henry Plant Museum’s
Picnic in the Park. The
old-fashioned-themed
event is from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and will host
live entertainment
throughout the day.
The free event is at 401
W Kennedy Blvd. in
Tampa.
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Student Spotlight: Finding a niche in anthropology
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

W

hen Juliana
Kane entered
college as a
political science major,
the last thing she expected
was to find a new passion anthropology.
“I took an anthropology
class with Dr. (Anna)
Dixon and she was just
really passionate about
her field,” Kane said. “I
found myself reevaluating
what I wanted to do in
the world. It was around
that time that the Trump
administration was coming
into office and a lot of
environmental policy
stuff that I wanted to get
involved in was going
down not the best path.”
Kane, now a senior
anthropology major
minoring in English
literature and culture

studies, always
appreciated the downtown,
community-oriented
culture in St. Petersburg.
“I personally love the
St. Pete campus because
it’s smaller,” Kane said.
“I’m not a big fan of Greek
life or large college life
… I like downtown; I like
the small community and I
like the artistic side of it.”
Kane officially changed
her major to anthropology
after her freshman year
and has since gotten
involved with the
Anthropology Club.
The structure of the club
has changed as a result
of COVID-19, so instead
of hosting in-person
meetings, they have been
hosting online seminars
where speakers and people
from field schools do talks.
They also have meetings
where they discuss things

going on in the department
and opportunities within
the field.
“I think people don’t
realize how many jobs
are available within
anthropology and how it’s
such an interdisciplinary
field,” Kane said. “It kind
of allows you to find your
niche and just focus on a
certain culture or a certain
aspect of people and their
lifestyles.”
Kane’s latest project
has been working
with the museum
methods professor Dr.
Sibel Kusimba and
the Department of
Anthropology to create
a permanent exhibit at
USF St. Petersburg. This
exhibit features artifacts
donated to the department
by a professor from his
dissertation in the Congo
in 1950.

COURTESY OF @USFSTPETERSBURG ON INSTAGRAM

Juliana Kane switched majors her freshman year
when she discovered her love for anthropology.

Kane plans to attend
field school after she
graduates before going to
graduate school.
“I want to focus on
museum studies so
I’m more interested in
the preservation and
conservation side of
things,” Kane said.

Kane is currently
looking at graduate
programs in Europe,
because she feels
their focus is less
about coursework and
more about real world
experience. She hopes
this will help her better
integrate into the field.

SG ‘Bulls in the Burg’ initiative still going
By Savannah Carr
CONTRIBUTOR

L

et’s face it – being
a college student
can be expensive.
Between textbooks
and tuition, it can seem
impossible to go out on the
town. Luckily, the student
government initiative “Bulls
in the Burg” has your back.
The Bulls in the Burg
initiative teamed up
with local restaurants
and attractions in the St.
Petersburg area. The goal
was to increase student
involvement in the
community, while making it
more affordable for students.
All you have to do is
show a current USF St.
Petersburg student ID at
any of the participating
businesses to receive a
special offer or discount.
Here are just a few

businesses on the list:
The Dalí Museum (free
admission):
1 Dalí Blvd.
Do you love art but not
those steep museum prices?
The Dalí Museum offers
free admissions when you
show your student ID. You
can view the artwork, stroll
through the maze or just
relax in the garden. The
Dalí is a great place to go
to when you are looking for
something to do.
The Dalí asks guests to
book reservations before
coming into the museum.
Students are unable to
reserve tickets and must
ask guest services if there is
available space.
Cider Press Cafe (10
percent off)
601 Central Ave.
$$

SUPPORT, continued from P1
Wilson also believes her
experiences will help her serve
the student body.
“These extracurriculars
have prepared me to become
vice president because of my
continued communication with
the student body,” Wilson said.
“I know how to connect with
student organizations and I am
a team player. As a senator,
I have always wanted what
is best for USF and the USF
community.”
Cunningham and Wilson’s
general platform entails
addressing sexual violence
on campus, advocating for

minority groups, empowering
student organizations, green
energy and improving mental
health services.
“(Addressing sexual
violence) is an important issue
to us because it has been swept
under the rug by previous
administrations,” Cunningham
said.
Wilson said the ticket
will advocate for minority
students through “proactive
committees.”
“These committees will
be open to all students
regardless of race, religion,
gender, ethnicity or sexuality,”

If on-campus dining is
becoming a drag, Cider
Press Cafe offers a wide
variety of plant-based
comfort foods. Students
with ID receive 10 percent
off their meal for either
dine-in or takeout. Cider
Press Cafe has been rated
one of the best vegan
restaurants in Tampa Bay
and has abundant outdoor
seating available.
The Hangar (10 percent
off):
Albert Whitted Airport,
540 First St. S
$$
In the Albert Whitted
Airport Terminal across
the way from Pelican
Apartments, The Hangar
has great food with an even
better view. You can eat
while watching the planes
come and go. The Hangar
also offers 10 percent off
Wilson said. “We are open
to discussions on how we
can eliminate negative
misconceptions from USF
culture.”
The ticket’s environmental
policy entails “(continuing)
USF’s progress towards 100%
green energy.”
As a psychology major,
Cunningham is particularly
passionate about improving
mental health services on
campus.
“This issue hits close to
home,” she said. “I want my
peers to feel emotionally
supported on campus,
especially during these
unprecedented times.”

your tab when you show
your student ID.

lunch. Show your ID for 15
percent off.

Kahwa Coffee (10
percent off)
204 Second Ave. S
$
Find tasty coffee, tea
and breakfast sandwiches
at Kahwa Coffee. Students
with ID receive 10 percent
off their order at all Kahwa
locations. The local coffee
chain offers outdoor seating
at its Second Avenue
location.

Starbucks-Hilton
Bayfront (25 percent off):
333 First St. S
$
Get away from the
computer and books to
grab a cup of coffee. The
Starbucks located in the
Hilton gives 25 percent off
your order.

Maple Street Biscuit
Company (15 percent off):
662 Central Ave.
$$
Head to Maple Street
Biscuit Company for a
fresh, filling breakfast.
Make sure to try their applebutter, which is made in
house. Wake up too late for
breakfast? They also serve
Although they are both
Tampa students, Cunningham
and Wilson plan on addressing
issues faced by St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee
students.
“We have heard from
students that Sarasota-Manatee
and St. Petersburg campuses
do not have enough dining
options,” Cunningham said.
“By adding more fast food or
dining options, I think it would
make it easier for students
to get food on-campus
while heading to classes or
extracurriculars instead of
having to always go offcampus.”
Wilson added that the

Painting with a Twist,
Rollbotto Sushi, Grassroots
Kava House, Flipper’s Pizza
and Mad Hatter’s, which
were previously part of the
initiative, no longer accept
student IDs for a discount.
Some offers may change
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Sophie Ojdanic, Molly
Ryan and Annalise Anderson
contributed to this report.
ticket will also focus on
student employment across all
campuses.
“We want to make sure that
consolidation does not remove
jobs from the St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee
campuses as departments
merge,” Wilson said. “We will
fight for student employment
on these two campuses as
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee students deserve
the same job opportunities as
(students from) Tampa.”
For more information on
Cunningham and Wilson’s
campaign, visit their Instagram
@green.together.gold.
forever.

